The result showed that whereas on the 9'6-inch tes exposed in underground bakehouses, the number of teria varied from 600 to 800; a plate exposed in a bake- indeed, they will entirely prevent their being entirely below the surface of the ground, for clause 7 of the proposed regulations asks that: "The underground bakehouse shall be adequately lighted with daylight throughout to the satisfaction of the sanitary authority, and the lighting maintained shall be such that the Official Abstract of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901, may be ordinarily read in all parts of the bakehouse between the hours of 11 A.M. and 3 p.m." For the rest the height of the bakehouse walls is to be not less .than 8 feet, or in large places where the floor area exceeds 300 square feet, at least 8 feet 6 inches. The walls are to be composed of some material which is " hard, smooth, durable, and impermeable to damp." It is demanded that the floor and ceiling fulfil similar conditions. No outside staircase is to terminate directly within an underground bakehouse, and any opening into the shop above is to be so covered as to prevent the entrance of dust. With regard to ventilation it is desired that " fresh clean air," shall be supplied in such quantity as to provide not less than 3,000 cubic feet of air per hour for each person employed, with any additional amount required for the purposes of combustion. Where mechanical power is needed to provide for the supply of air, " the fresh air shall be taken from a height above the level of the adjoining ground of not less than six feet, and be distributed to different parts of the underground bakehouse in such a manner as to change the air of such bakehouse in all parts." There are also suggestions offered for the provision of lavatories, etc., outside the bakehouse for the depositing of wearing apparel and the storage of flour outside the place. If all these regulations were carried into effect there is no doubt that the objections to the underground bakehouse would largely cease. Unfortunately, the fact that the decision as to whether or not the bakehouse is satisfactory in all respects is to rest with the local authorities makes one rather doubtful if all necessary improvements will be carried out. If each bakehouse is to be judged, not according to the strict letter of a strict law, but according to its individual merits in the eyes of the district council, there may be less improvement than one could desire. The merits of a workshop are apt to be affected, in local eyes, by the merits and influence of its owner, and if reform is to be achieved, it will be well to allow but little scope for the action of local opinion.
